
 P O M P T O N   R E F O R M E D   C H U R C H 

A world where all experience and share the love and grace of 
Jesus Christ. 

January 15, 2017                      * (Please stand if you are able)                 10:00 a.m. 
                
           … THE APPROACH TO GOD… 

  
Prelude 
 
Greeting/Prayer            
     
Call to Worship (from Psalm 118)  
 
This day belongs to the Lord. 
Let's celebrate and be glad today. 
In the house of the Lord we will celebrate. 
Enter and tell the Lord how thankful you are. 
What the Lord has done is amazing to us.            
God has rescued and renewed us. 
God is kind and merciful; God's love never quits. 
My power and my strength come from the Lord. 
I will praise the Lord for answering my prayers. 
I will live to tell what the Lord has done. 
  
*Opening Hymn  #60 (Blue)                    “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”  
 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
Lord, we can see some wonderful accomplishments from our efforts last 
year, and with gratitude and confidence of those remembrances, we 
envision possibilities for this year. 
            But in reviewing events of last year, we are also aware of times we 
shortchanged ourselves and others with trite conversations and mundane 
words, when we wish we had been alert to turn those times into treasured 
moments with dialogue of greater depth.  So we are here to see the 
panorama of ways you take pleasure in seeing the potential within our 
friends and other associates, in heart and soul and mind and 
strength.  Without your vision we will miss the mark on upcoming 
interactions where your help can bring depth, dignity, and developmental 
dimensions to enrich our dialogue.  
            So we confess our need, and open ourselves to be baptized anew 
with the insights which your spirit can offer, to bring satisfying purpose to 
our ventures, and bless our interactions. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                     Isaiah 54:8,11,17, 43:25, 44:22 
 
               "With everlasting love I will have compassion on you, says the Lord 
your Redeemer. I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake. 
Return to me, for I have redeemed you. I will rebuild you. This is the inheritance 
of the servants of the Lord.” 
 
GOD’S WAY OF LIVING                                                  Galatians 5:13-17 (EXB): 
                                                                                                                             M
y brothers and sisters, God called you to be free, but do not use your freedom as 
an excuse to do what pleases your sinful self. Serve each other with love. The 
whole law is made complete in this one command: “Love your neighbor as you 
love yourself.” If you go on hurting each other and tearing each other apart, be 
careful, or you will completely destroy each other. So I tell you: Live by following 
the Spirit. Then you will not do what your sinful self wants. Our sinful self wants 
what is against the Spirit, and the Spirit wants what is against our sinful self. The 
two are against each other, so you cannot do just what you please 

 †Chancel Choir Anthem        “Holy” 

Church Life                                             Young Disciples Time 
 
Presenting Our Tithes and Offerings 
Offertory Hymn(Blue)  #434    “Hope of the World” (vs.2&4) 
 #808(Blue) Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

MESSAGE                                                                                                                    
Scripture: Isaiah 49: 5-7  

Sermon:  “Martin Luther King Jr, Jesus and Moses—Bringing out the best in people”   
  
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (from Christians in various lands) 
  
We believe in God,creator and lover of the earth, origin and destiny of us all. 
We believe in Jesus the Christ— God coming to us in the fragile promise 
 
of a baby yet unborn—who emerges as the herald of hope, God's redemption in 
the face of despair. 
Plunged into death and hell, he broke free the captives, and is leading the way 
to the land of promise where justice and peace will flourish. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit ,who empowers us to confront and transform 
all that is corrupt, degrading and deceitful, in all things living with hope that 
peace, love and joy will reign in our lives and in our loved ones and in our world, 
now and forever. 
 
 



 
 
Prayer Requests 
 
Prayers for Healing and Strength  
John Nelson Logan Norman Barbara Pierce John Moody 
Nick Donna Winter Isabel Manfredo Jackie Bush 
Anna Gordon Joey Przybylinski Paul and Jenna Vince Iraggi 
Mary Verduin Maya and Beth Meghan VanderPlaat Salvatore & Giovanni 
Joyce DeMartino Andrew Holbrook Peg Knapich Eleanor Finke 
Ed Fischer Nikol & Alanna Mike Magee Patricia Deschenes 
Jeanette Struble Charlie & Kay Peter Butler A child & a grandchild 
Peter Bankuti Winnie Pappicco Eleanor Haling Carolyn Stevens 
David Pope Erika Herz Meegan and Paul Shirley Montanari 
Carole Romaine David Hague Stephen Boeckel Sherry Friedman 
Jay Stein 
Daniel Meyer 

Lothar Schneider 
 

Matthew Busker Russell Cueman 
Michele Mac Donald 

	  

   

 
During the Healing Service, worshippers are invited to come forward to request prayers 
for themselves or loved ones.  Until the pastors or healing elder responds to the request, 
elders lay hands upon those who come forward, centering them in God’s presence, 
while elders encircle the sanctuary.  At the conclusion of each prayer, a blessing is 
offered with anointing of oil. 
 
Healing Song #212(Green)         “Spirit Song” 
 
 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  
     Our Father, Who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.  Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



*Hymn    “Let There Be Peace on Earth” (Insert 
 
*Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Isaiah 49:5-7   NLT 
  
5 And now the LORD speaks— 
    the one who formed me in my mother’s womb to be his servant, 
    who commissioned me to bring Israel back to him. 
The LORD has honored me, 
    and my God has given me strength. 
6 He says, “You will do more than restore the people of Israel to me. 
    I will make you a light to the Gentiles, 
    and you will bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.” 
7 The LORD, the Redeemer 
    and Holy One of Israel, 
says to the one who is despised and rejected by the nations, 
    to the one who is the servant of rulers: 
 “Kings will stand at attention when you pass by. Princes will also bow low 
because of the LORD, the faithful one the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you 
 
 
    

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
Preacher:    Rev. Melchior Van Hattem 
Liturgist: Pat Gordon 
Music Director:   Patricia Kitchell 
Organist:    Scott Burzynski 
Bell Choir Director:   Janine Maletsky 
Ushers:  JoAnn Sisco, Keith Hanish, Elaine Peacock, and Mark Warner 
 
 
 
 


