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Today's Scripture Lesson

Luke 1:26-35, 38

God sent the angel Gabriel to the town of Nazareth in Galilee ^''with a message for a
virgin named Mary. She was engaged to Joseph from the family of King David. ^^The
angel greeted Mary and said, "You are truly blessed! The Lord is with you."
Mary was confused by the angel's words and wondered what they meant. ^°Then the
angel told Mary, "Don't be afraid! God is pleased with you, and you will have a son. His
name will be Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of God Most High. The
Lord God will make him king, as his ancestor David was. He will rule the people of
Israel forever, and his kingdom will never end."
^'^ Mary asked the angel, "How can this happen? I am not married!"
^^The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come down to you, and God's power will
come over you. So your child will be called the holy Son of God.
Mary said, "I am the Lord's servant! Let it happen as you have said." And the angel left
her.
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You are invited to speak with your Elder representative about any concerns or
suggestions you have related to church life.
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(*Please stand if you are able)
...THE

APPROACH

10:00 a.m.

Presenting Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory Trio
Magnificat
(Mary's Song)
*Doxology # 1 4 0 (Blue)
Emmanuel,
*Offering Prayer

TO GOD...

...THE

Prelude

arr. T. Fettke
Emmanuel

WORD OF GOD...

Scripture Lesson: Luke 1:26-35, 38
Sermon Title: "How is God present to bless you now?"

Greeting
...OUR R E S P O N S E TO GOD'S WORD...
Lighting of the Advent Candle - Hope
*Opening Hymn # 1 3 5 (Blue)

Lauren, Ek, Kathryn & Melanie Venin

Come, Thou Long-Expected

Jesus

Unison Prayer of Confession:
God, our Father, sender of our Lord J e s u s Christ into this world, we confess that
while this coming month gives us many opportunities to reflect your generous
love-- through cards, gifts, and visits, we can easily miss living out that fulfilling
purpose. So we are here again to s e n s e how you, God, have blessed us with your
personal presence in Christ, and how his guiding words enlighten hearts and
souls. We want to give people awareness that they are beloved souls in our sight
and your sight. We will need your help to give more than a wrapped object. We
will need your help to emulate Christ in giving inspiring words that reflect your
friendship—in our cards, visits and with our gifts. Amen.
Words of Assurance
Luke 1:50,54 (cev)
God always shows mercy to everyone who worships him. God is always merciful to
his people.
God's Way of Living
Colossians 3:10-12
God chose you to be the holy people he loves. So put on your new nature, and be
renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him, no matter what your
cultural status. Christ is all that matters and he lives in all of us.
Ministry of Music
"The 0 / i e " - Advent Communion Anthem
C. Courtney
. . the one who knows your name, has bid you come. "

*Affirmation of Faith
Mary's Affirmation of Faith
Luke 1:47-50 (cev)
With all my heart I praise the Lord. I am glad because of God my Savior. He
cares for me, his humble servant. God has blessed me. G o d All-Powerful has
done great things for me and his name is holy. He always s h o w s mercy to
everyone who worships him.
Communion Service by Intinction (see Insert)
If you have a heart for Christ, we invite you to participate with us. We come forward to
receive the bread, dip it into the cup, and return to your seat via the side aisle. Elders
will gladly serve any who are unable to come forward. We serve grape juice rather than
wine.
Prayer Requests
Prayers of the People and The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth a s it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. Lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.
*Hymn # 142 (Blue)

Long Ago, Prophets Knew

(v. 1 & 2)

*Benediction
Postlude

Church Life
Following Worship please join us for refreshments in Fellowship Hall.
Young Disciples' Time

