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Christ is coming…..let’s prepare!  
 Advent- a time of preparation 

 
Isaiah 7:14: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you 
a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give 
birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.” Isaiah 

9:6: “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, 
and the government will be on his shoulders. And he 

will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  

 

Matthew 3:1  In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.”3 This is he who was spoken of through the 
prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness,‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’” 

 

	  
Luke 2:8-14 New International Version (NIV) 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An 
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angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy 
for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host 
appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying,14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 

Come thou long awaited Savior! 
	  

	  	  
Christmas Memories 
By Elaine Peacock 
 
What is your favorite Christmas Memory?  I know you have one we all do. We 
all feel that Christmas is “over the top” and we long for the simpler time when 
Christmas was more about being together and enjoying doing fun things like  
baking cookies, making snow angels or sharing a hot chocolate and laughter 
with someone near and dear to you.  So this year let’s all make a vow to spend  
sometime just doing nothing special and reliving one of those Christmas memories.   
I guarantee your stress level will drop and you’ll have even more Christmas 
memories to 
call upon for next year.  Merry Christmas everyone!	   
 

	  
	  
	  

Round	  Table	  of	  Thanks	  
	  

~Dave	  Hackbarth	  for	  countless	  hours	  working	  to	  prepare	  the	  Lincoln	  
Avenue	  Manse	  for	  our	  next	  pastor.	  
	  



~All	  those	  too	  many	  to	  name	  who	  organized	  and	  helped	  out	  with	  the	  
Holiday	  Stroll,	  Toys	  For	  Tots	  and	  Baskets	  of	  Love.	  
	  
~Cindi,	  Val,	  Joanie,	  Elaine,	  Jackie	  and	  Patti	  for	  their	  beautiful	  decorations	  in	  
the	  friendship	  area	  and	  sanctuary.	  

	  	  
	  
	  
	  

SO	  MUCH	  TO	  BE	  THANKFUL	  FOR	  
By	  Eva	  Terhune	  

	  
During	  this	  holiday	  season	  and	  reflecting	  back	  on	  my	  life,	  I	  realize	  how	  blessed	  I	  
truly	  am.	  
In	  1957,	  when	  I	  was	  7	  years	  old,	  my	  father,	  mother,	  brother	  and	  I	  departed	  from	  
The	  Netherlands	  and	  ventured	  across	  the	  Atlantic	  Ocean	  with	  hopes	  for	  a	  better	  
life.	  
The	  town	  my	  parents	  lived	  in	  was	  overrun	  by	  the	  Germans	  during	  World	  War	  II	  
and	  after	  seeing	  so	  much	  devastation	  and	  destruction	  my	  parents	  decided	  that	  
some	  way	  or	  somehow	  they	  wanted	  to	  have	  a	  better	  way	  of	  life.	  
My	  aunt,	  my	  father’s	  sister,	  had	  already	  immigrated	  to	  the	  United	  States	  and	  
kept	  writing	  letters	  to	  my	  parents	  indicating	  how	  wonderful	  it	  was	  in	  America	  
and	  all	  the	  opportunities	  that	  it	  provided.	  
However	  with	  all	  that	  said	  it	  was	  not	  that	  easy	  to	  come	  here.	  They	  had	  to	  be	  put	  
on	  a	  waiting	  list	  to	  come	  here	  and	  hence	  had	  to	  wait	  years	  before	  entry	  to	  the	  
United	  States	  was	  possible.	  	  Once	  they	  found	  out	  that	  my	  father	  was	  part	  of	  the	  
“resistance”	  they	  bumped	  them	  up	  on	  the	  waiting	  list.	  Twelve	  years	  later	  we	  
ventured	  here	  leaving	  Amsterdam	  on	  a	  train	  to	  go	  the	  Rotterdam	  to	  get	  to	  the	  
boat.	  My	  grandfather	  took	  us	  to	  the	  train	  station	  and	  as	  the	  train	  left,	  my	  
grandfather	  ran	  along	  the	  side	  of	  the	  train	  crying	  and	  waving	  his	  handkerchief,	  a	  
vision	  I	  will	  never	  forget.	  
The	  journey	  was	  not	  an	  easy	  one	  and	  I	  still	  remember	  a	  lot	  of	  it	  vividly.	  We	  
came	  here	  on	  a	  freighter	  which	  separated	  the	  men	  from	  the	  women.	  My	  father	  
and	  brother	  had	  to	  go	  to	  one	  side	  of	  the	  boat	  and	  the	  women	  on	  the	  other	  side.	  



There	  were	  nine	  cots	  in	  each	  “compartment”	  which	  we	  had	  to	  share	  with	  the	  
other	  women	  and	  children.	  	  
The	  voyage	  was	  tough.	  We	  left	  Holland	  on	  January	  11th,	  1957	  and	  arrived	  in	  the	  
United	  States	  on	  January	  27th	  during	  which	  time	  the	  boat	  was	  laid	  up	  in	  the	  
middle	  of	  the	  ocean	  to	  repair	  a	  hole	  which	  had	  been	  caused	  by	  a	  severe	  winter	  
snow	  storm.	  	  Finally	  after	  many	  days	  at	  sea,	  my	  father	  and	  I	  went	  on	  deck	  and	  
watched	  as	  we	  passed	  the	  Statue	  of	  Liberty	  a	  sight	  and	  moment	  I	  will	  never	  
forget	  even	  at	  the	  age	  of	  7.	  We	  arrived	  in	  the	  port	  of	  Hoboken	  and	  although	  we	  
didn’t	  come	  thru	  Ellis	  Island	  we	  had	  to	  go	  thru	  similar	  testing	  in	  order	  to	  enter	  
the	  country.	  
In	  order	  to	  enter	  this	  country	  we	  had	  to	  meet	  certain	  requirements.	  Three	  of	  the	  
requirements	  were	  that	  a	  sponsor	  was	  necessary,	  jobs	  had	  to	  be	  lined	  up	  and	  a	  
place	  of	  residence	  was	  required.	  
Upon	  entry	  and	  clearance,	  my	  aunt,	  uncle	  and	  sponsor	  met	  us	  at	  the	  port	  and	  
that	  is	  where	  our	  journey	  in	  the	  United	  States	  began.	  
My	  father	  had	  studied	  the	  English	  language	  in	  Holland	  so	  he	  was	  able	  to	  
understand	  and	  communicate	  somewhat	  but	  my	  mother,	  brother	  and	  I	  did	  not	  
know	  any	  of	  it	  and	  had	  to	  learn	  as	  we	  went	  along.	  
We	  lived	  with	  my	  aunt	  and	  uncle	  for	  a	  time	  until	  my	  parents	  were	  able	  to	  get	  
established.	  	  
My	  aunt	  and	  uncle	  just	  so	  happened	  to	  live	  across	  the	  street	  from	  Pompton	  
Reformed	  Church	  and	  so	  we	  started	  coming	  to	  this	  wonderful	  church	  back	  in	  
1957.	  Although	  we	  moved	  away	  from	  Pompton	  Lakes	  our	  roots	  and	  religion	  
started	  here	  and	  eventually	  brought	  us	  back	  to	  where	  it	  all	  started,	  both	  my	  
parents	  are	  buried	  in	  the	  cemetery	  here	  as	  well.	  
We	  recently	  took	  our	  two	  oldest	  grandsons	  to	  Ellis	  Island	  and	  they	  were	  
fascinated	  by	  the	  heritage	  and	  history	  of	  it	  all.	  They	  were	  so	  excited	  to	  find	  their	  
great	  grandfathers	  name	  on	  the	  “wall”.	  
When	  I	  look	  back	  and	  realize	  how	  fortunate	  we	  have	  been	  and	  that	  all	  this	  will	  
live	  thru	  my	  grandchildren	  and	  their	  children	  I	  could	  not	  ask	  for	  more.	  
God	  has	  blessed	  my	  life	  “tenfold”,	  
	  

	  

Thank	  you,	  Eva,	  for	  sharing	  your	  story	  with	  us!	  	  	  



	  
	  
	  

	  
Birthdays/Memorials	  
	  
Happy	  Birthday	  to	  Mark	  Warner	  
Happy	  Thanksgiving	  from	  Eleanor	  Haling.	  	  She	  is	  thankful	  to	  the	  Lord	  for	  all	  his	  
blessings!	  	  

Waiting for Christ to Come 
November 23rd entry From The Henry Nouwen Society 

If we do not wait patiently in expectation for God’s coming in glory, we start wandering around, 
going from one little sensation to another. Our lives get stuffed with newspaper items, television 
stories, and gossip. Then our minds lose the discipline of discerning between what leads us 
closer to God and what doesn’t, and our hearts gradually lose their spiritual sensitivity. 

Without waiting for the second coming of Christ, we will stagnate quickly and become tempted 
to indulge in whatever gives us a moment of pleasure. When Paul asks us to wake from sleep, he 
says: “Let us live decently, as in the light of day; with no orgies or drunkenness, no promiscuity 
or licentiousness, and no wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
stop worrying about how your disordered natural inclinations may be fulfilled” (Romans 13:13-
14). When we have the Lord to look forward to, we can already experience him in the waiting. 

Be sure to pick up your copy of Henry Nouwen’s Advent Devotional available at PRC 
provided by the Education & Discipleship team.  Thanks! 

 

LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU 
 Submitted by Helen Gioia 

Love one another as I Have Loved You. 
May seem impossible to do--- 

But, if you will try to trust and believe, 
Great are the joys that you will receive. 

For love makes  us patient, understanding and kind. 
And, we judge with our hearts and not with our mind. 

For as soon as love enters the heart's opened door, 
the faults we once saw  are not there anymore. 

And, the things that seemed wrong begin to look right 
when viewed in the softness of love's gentle light--- 



For love works in ways that are wondrous  and strange 
and there is nothing in life that love cannot change. 
For all that GOD promised will someday come true 

when you Love One Another 
The Way HE LOVES YOU! 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL AND THE CRAYON INITIATIVE 

The Education Committee is looking to team up with The Crayon Initiative to  
recycle old and unwanted crayons. 
 
The Crayon Initiative began with Bryan Ware's life-changing trip to a family  
restaurant.  While his boys were coloring with crayons Bryan wondered what  
happens to these crayons after they leave.  Bryan learned that many restaurants 
discard crayons after one sitting, even if they are untouched. That was in 2011. 
 
The Crayon Initiative collects used and unwanted crayons donated from                 
restaurants, school and homes across the country, then melts them down and 
remanufactures them, reducing environmental waste. 
 
The recycled crayons are distributed to art programs at children's hospitals 
across the US, brightening the lives of young patients during their stay. 
 
Do you have old, broken or unwanted crayons.....look for the box in Fellowship  
Hall in early 2019! 
 
 
 
Be Part of the Pageant 
 
The annual PRC Christmas Pageant will take place on December 16 during 
worship.  The pageant will again be intergenerational with shepherds, angels, 
animals, kings, Marys and Josephs of all ages coming forward to create a 
living nativity as the congregation sings Christmas carols.  The junior and 
senior high students will be narrating so there are no lines to learn. Just come 



forward when the narrator invites you forward.  Costumes will be available 
that morning in the Children In Worship room or you can wear your own.  
 
If you have any questions contact an Education Committee member. 

	  

Dear PRC Disciple,  

Sunday, December 9th immediately following our worship service, the annual 
congregational meeting will take place.  Once again this year the Consistory is 
giving you the reports ahead of time. These will be available at church by NLT 
12/2.  This will enable you to have time to note questions and make suggestions 
regarding the reports and plans for the year ahead. 

Having questions and suggestions ahead of time will enable committee chairs 
and Consistory the opportunity to prepare a better response, having time to 
consider how to engage your insights. 

 We believe this process will open to the whole congregation the dialogue that 
makes for a healthy meeting and better progress together in the Lord’s calling for 
2019. 

 Please jot down any questions or suggestions you may have and leave in the 
offering plates or Mark’s mailbox or email tomark.warner2@me.com prior to our 
meeting on 12/9 so they can be more effectively and thoroughly addressed. 

 Please plan on attending this important meeting.  We respect the value of your 
time and will not keep you late into the afternoon.  Please prayerfully consider 
these three questions for some discussion at the meeting and feel free as noted 
above to share your thoughts prior to our meeting and of course at any time. 

  

What gifts of my time and talents can I offer in support of Christ’s ministries at 
PRC in 2019? 

In what tangible and concrete ways can I support and assist our next pastor? 

 How can I as an individual child of God and PRC as a group live out the Great 
Commandment (Matthew 22:36-40) and Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20) in 
the communities that surround our church? 

  

Thank You and may God abundantly bless you! 

 



 

 
	  	  
	  

Volunteer	  opportunities	  abound	  this	  time	  of	  year	  
-‐Dec.	  2,	  Toys	  for	  Tots,	  distributing	  hot	  chocolate	  and	  good	  cheer	  

Dec.	  2,	  Holiday	  Stroll	  in	  Pompton	  Lakes,	  distributing	  hot	  cider	  and	  holiday	  cheer	  
Dec.	  15-‐	  Angel	  Tree-‐	  distributing	  gifts	  to	  children	  of	  inmates-‐	  the	  more	  the	  merrier	  

Food	  Pantry-‐	  in	  need	  of	  staples	  and	  personal	  care	  items	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

 
 
 

January Newsletter submissions are due by 
December 30, 2018 

Please email to khuysers@msncom. 


