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February 28, 2021 
 
Announcements: March 7 is our first Sunday back 
 
Call to Worship 
Friends of God,  
we have believed and have come to know 
that God has always loved the world  
and has always loved us. 
 
May the truth of this great love story, 
shine through our worship today, 
and renew our sense of calling. 
 
So come, with your tiredness, 
your frustrations and your discouragement; 
we have come with our doubts, our fears, 
and our longings; 
we have come, to discover yet again 
how Jesus reveals God’s love and mercy. 
 
Lord let our souls rise to meet you as the day rises to meet the sun. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.   
 
Song 
 
Prayer of Confession 
 
As we come to a time of confession, let’s prepare our hearts by saying these words together:  
 
Almighty God, You have given us a world of beauty,  
and we have spoiled it.  
A world to feed us, 
and so many go hungry. 
A world of riches, 
and we are unwilling to share. 
A world to care for, 
and we think only of ourselves. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
every time your heart is saddened 
by our selfishness, 
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every time we have no thought 
for others, no cares but ours. 
Enable us to see this world 
as a gift from you 
that can be shared, 
and those who live on it 
as our neighbors. 
We ask this that your name 
may be glorified, 
through the beauty of this world, 
and the service of our lives. 
And all God’s people said, Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Friends, hear these words of hope today: 
Let the light of God’s eternal love flood into your hearts this day. 
Feel the healing presence of God in your lives. 
Accept God’s love and hope for you. 
This is the gift freely given for you by Jesus Christ, 
God’s risen Son our Lord. AMEN. 
 
Living the Way of Jesus 
So friends, as we live our lives shaped by the grace and peace of God, read these words from 
Jesus with me:  
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
    for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 
Sermon Text: Mark 11:15-19 
Sermon Title: The Beginning of the End 

15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus entered the temple courts and began driving out those who 

were buying and selling there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the 

benches of those selling doves, 16 and would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the 



temple courts. 17 And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a 

house of prayer for all nations’[a]? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’[b]” 

18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this and began looking for a way to kill 

him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was amazed at his teaching. 

19 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples[c] went out of the city. 

Affirmation of Faith 
Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 1 
Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
A. That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—to my faithful Savior, 
Jesus Christ…Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and 
makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him. 
 
 
Resources for Liturgy 
 
Call to Worship is written by Ann Siddall  
Confession and Assurance by John Birch 
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