
 

 

 

POMPTON REFORMED CHURCH 

September 25, 2022 

10:00 am 

 
Prelude 
 
Welcome and Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Call to Worship 
Lord God, the source of all good things, 
we pause in your presence and hold our day before you.  
Still us, calm us, guide us as we enter this day. 
We know that all of life is an invitation.  
Lead us into a deeper life with you.  
Lord, let our souls rise to meet you as the day rises to meet the sun. 
Glory to The Father and to The Son and to The Holy Spirit. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever, amen.  
 
Opening Song Blue #557           “Open My Eyes, That I May See” 
 
Call to Confession 
In this moment, we are coming before God, and we can be honest about the brokenness 
within ourselves and the brokenness of the world. We know we can say these things 
because he meets us with love and grace.  
Holy God, 
we do not deserve to be in your dwelling place. 
We have not led a blameless life. 
We have not lived how you created us to be. 
When we have opportunities to speak the truth, we settle for what is popular. 
When we are called to work for justice, we find the easy way out.  
We are called to love the world, but instead we focus on ourselves.  
Hear our cry, God of our hope, and renew our hearts once again 
To work for a world of peace, reconciliation, and love.  
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Because we are not worthy to enter God’s dwelling, 
God came to dwell with us 
through the body and being of God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  



Christ came to be with us, amongst us, and for us.  
Hear the good news of the Gospel:  
in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  
Friends, the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Living the Way of Jesus 
As followers of Jesus, our lives are changed and formed by the life Jesus of Nazareth. 
For hundreds of years, Christians have found the Prayer of St. Francis to be a 
compelling picture of what it means to follow Jesus and live a life of love and peace. 
 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 
where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 
where there is sadness, joy. 
 
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 
to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
Announcements 
Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
 
Sermon: Hope Comes From Bethlehem 
 
Scripture Passage: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
16 The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king 
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I 
have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, 
he will kill me.” The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 
the LORD.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me 
the one I indicate.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of 
the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 5 Samuel replied, 
“Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves and come to the 
sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 



6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here 
before the LORD.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, 
for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him 
pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then 
had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had 
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen 
these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is still the youngest,” 
Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until 
he arrives.” 12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a 
fine appearance and handsome features. Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the 
one.” 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from 
that day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah. 

. 
Our Shared Faith: From The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
      creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
      who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
      and born of the virgin Mary. 
      He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried; 
      he descended to hell. 
      The third day he rose again from the dead. 
      He ascended to heaven 
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
      From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
      the holy catholic church, 
      the communion of saints, 
      the forgiveness of sins, 
      the resurrection of the body, 
      and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Closing Song Green #284           “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” vs. 1 & 4 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
 



 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERSHIP 
 

            Worship Leader:  Pastor John Burden 
            Liturgist:   Nancy Begin 
            Music Director:              Patricia Kitchell 
             
                   
 
             
 

 
 

2022 CONSISTORY 
 

Deacons                             Elder Care Team 
Bruce Davis    A-D        Lynn Scarmazzo 973-590-6423 
Nancy Shimmel  E-L         Eva Terhune          973-835-6982 
Tina Thompson  M-Sc       Pat Gordon             973-835-8389 
Kristin Widdowson  Sh-Z       Mark Warner          973-349-6539      
Wes Witherington 

               
             
 

If you are in need of prayer, spiritual support, have concerns about your faith journey  
or wish to discuss any other issue, we faithfully encourage you to reach out  

to your Elder representative. 
 

 
 
 
 

Pompton Reformed Church 
59 Hamburg Turnpike 

Pompton Lakes, New Jersey 07442 
973-835-0541 

pomptonreformed.org 
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