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Thanksgiving and Prayer 
 

Things to be thankful for 
By Helen Steiner Rice 

 
The good green earth 

Beneath our feet, 
The air we breathe, the food we eat, 

Some work to do, a goal to win, 
A hidden longing deep within 

That spurs us on to bigger things 
And helps us meet 

What each day brings. 
 

All these things and many more 
Are things we should be thankful for- 
And most of all our thankful prayers 
should rise to God because he cares. 

**************** 
 

I have asked for many prayers this past month- 
So many things are going on in the lives of family and friends, both good and not so good. 

I was reading my “Courage to Change” book from al anon meetings of years ago and realize two 
things: 

I should read this little book more- it has so many good reminders  
And  

I should be thankful even for the “not so good” situations that are in my life and the life of 
friends and family.  From the “not so good” often comes opportunities for growth or for 

changes in situations that weren’t apparent before.  
The Bible tells us in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will 
for you in Christ Jesus. 

 
And so, in this Season of Gratitude culminating in the Thanksgiving holiday, 

Let us give thanks to the Lord for he is good. 
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Give Thanks for November Skies  

By Elaine Peacock 
 
November is another one of my favorite times of the year; most of the 

beautiful leaves are gone but some of the trees are still hanging on to 

bits of color. Of course, our thoughts turn to Thanksgiving. I love 

a November sky when the skies are a brilliant blue and there is a chill 

in the air. This is another great time for a fall walk. I try to hang on to 

the fall season as long as I can and of course all those yummy goodies 

that we will be enjoying around the Thanksgiving table with family and 

friends. It is the time of the year when we stop and give thanks for all 

God has given us throughout the year. God also reminds us he is always 

with us and he is only a prayer away. So put on your cozy jacket and take 

a leisurely walk and as you walk give thanks to God for November skies. 

Happy Thanksgiving PRC! 

 

 
 

In Memoriam  
                                            
 
        From                                In Memory of                       Designation 
 
Debra Eckert-Casha             Shirley Montanari                    Scholarship 
Greg & Shirley Poff               Shirley Montanari                    Scholarship 
The Maehrs                           Shirley Montanari                    Scholarship 
Kevin & Lorna Carroll  Shirley Montanari                    Scholarship 
Diana Boardman                 Shirley Montanari                   Scholarship 
Judy & Roger Christine        Shirley Montanari                    Scholarship 
Allegra & Gerald Gerlach     Shirley Montanari                    Scholarship 
Linda Mickelsen                   Shirley Montanari                    Scholarship 
Phillip & Ruth Phillips           Shirley Montanari                    Scholarship 
Valerie Petrides                   Shirley Montanari                     Scholarship 
George Montanari               Shirley Montanari                     Scholarship 
Caroline Winter                    Shirley Montanari                      Music 
In memory of Kathryn Peacock on her birthday. 
In Memory of Jeannette Struble on her birthday from Walt.   

 
 
 



Birthdays 

Joanie Warner 

 
 
 

 
Mission News 

The Lunch Bunch and the Card Ministry 

The Lunch Bunch meets on the second and fourth Thursday of the month. We meet at noon and 
have lunch together while talking to each other about how our life is going since the last Lunch 
Bunch Meeting. We have coloring pages, puzzles, and trivia quizzes as well as games we enjoy 
doing.  

Laura Beiner and Caroline Winter are my wonderful Co-Chairs. Laura gives us lessons on Arts and 
Craft activities and Caroline instructs us on musical activities. We really have a great time when 
Laura and Caroline are in charge! We also have Luncheons and speakers. Pastor John drops in 
from time to time and once in a while he gives a Bible Study which we all love!  

We also participate in activities within the Church. In the past we have donated gloves and hats 
to Oasis. We roll up the utensils into the napkins for the Community Dinner. We make up care 
cards to put into the bags of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter food to give to those in need. 
We are made a basket for Autumnfest. We will continue to help our Church in the future.  

Many of us are involved in the Card Ministry which is another very valuable Committee. We still 
have seven people who we feel could use a care card each month. If you are willing to send one 
card a month to someone who could use contact, please let me know and I will send you the list 
of people and you can choose who you would like to send to. Cards and stamps are provided or 
you can use your own. Donations of stamps and/or cards are gratefully accepted.  I have heard 
about several people who really appreciate receiving the cards and bookmarks. The people who 
send these cards really feel proud also! These activities are very important not only to our 
Church Family but also to our Church Friends. If you know of anyone who could use a card, let 
me know and I will put them on the list. They do not need to belong to our Church. If you are 
looking for a rewarding activity to participate in please think about joining one or both of these 
wonderful Committees. You do not need to be a member of our Church to belong to the Lunch 
Bunch or the Church Ministry. Thank You all for all that you do! Jo-Ann Sisco 

 

 
 
 



A Message from the Finance Committee 

In the past few months, the Finance Committee has been taking a close look at making some 

changes. We have recommended to Consistory that the designated memorial funds be used by 

the committees they were donated to. We have found that some of these funds have not been 

used in a long period of time. Once the funds are used, we will be eliminating all designated 

Memorial Funds except for the Building Improvement Fund and the Community Dinner Fund. 

This decision has been approved by Consistory and will go into effect immediately. 

We will have an undesignated general fund that donations can now be given to in memory of 

someone without being named for a specific purpose. 

If you have any questions regarding this decision, please do not hesitate to speak to anyone on 

the Finance Committee. 

 
 

Bible Study 
Tuesday morning Bible Study continues for 5 Tuesdays in November at 11:AM.  Please speak to 

Pastor John if you need more information.  
 

 
Thanksgiving service at PRC 
A joint Thanksgiving service will be held at PRC on Nov. 22at 7PM.  PRC 
welcomes St. Mary’s and Christ Episcopal for an ecumenical service of 
Thanksgiving.   
 
PRC Directories are ready for you outside the kitchen.   
 
 

Christmas Wonderland 
Please keep December 15 in your prayers as we host a Christmas Wonderland Family event.  

This is a fundraiser and an awareness raiser as we invite families into our church to participate 
in family fun activities.  Wouldn’t it be great if we could reach young families looking for a 

friendly, outgoing church!  More information will follow.  
 

The food pantry is in need of stocking. Pasta, Jarred pasta sauce, tuna fish, peanut butter, 
canned beans, canned soup, pancake mix, cornbread mix and toiletries such as shampoo, 
toothpaste, toilet paper, bars of soap are all needed.   
On a similar note, the church is collecting dinner items for Thanksgiving dinners to be 
distributed throughout the community.  There are 3 ways to participate: 
Donate a turkey, donate a collection of items (which can be seen in the bulletin), or donate a 
gift card to Shoprite, Lidl or Stop n Shop.  Let’s make this a true season of Thanksgiving for 
someone that needs it!  
 
 



 

A new season for the CCO!!! 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; 

    the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus; 

it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. 

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. - Isaiah 35:1-2 

  

Did you hear that the CCO hired a new president?   

 

York Moore has been approved by our board to lead the CCO into the next season of our work. 

Below you will find a video introducing York to the staff of the CCO.  

  

Many times in these past two years life and work have felt like being in a desert. With new 

leadership in place in the CCO, it feels a lot like spring. Gardens are being planted, and although 

they still need to be watered and carefully cultivated, the hope of a harvest to come awaits in the 

seasons ahead.  

Let's pray!!! 

Everyone in the CCO has much work ahead of us. From transitioning to new leadership to 

continuing to work towards future goals, God is calling us to keep our hands on the plow. There will 

be obstacles in the way of this change and the enemy will seek to distract us from our mission. We 

need the Spirit to keep us focused. 

 

Autumnfest Update 

A big thank you to everyone who participated in Autumnfest 2022!  From the tireless workers 

who put in hours and hours of hard work, to those who offered prayers for great weather and a 

successful day, and definitely each of you who came out to support us and added your beautiful 

smile to a beautiful day—and how about the amazing response to our request for baked 

goods!  So many of you provided our Dot Ploch Corner Bakery with a wonderful variety of 

baked items!   Just fantastic! 

And we must include our appreciation to Janine Maletsky Hayes and the West Milford Heritage 

Quilters for their exquisite display of handmade quilts!  That was a highlight of the day! 

All of us on the Fellowship Committee are truly appreciative—every one of you made it 

happen!  And a big success it was! 

We were able to give more than $6,000 to Pompton Reformed Church’s general fund! And that’s 

after all the necessary deductions! 

Thanks be to God for each of you and for the beautiful day it was! 

—From grateful hearts of all of us on the Fellowship Committee. 



 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


