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Easter at Pompton Reformed 

 

I have been a member of PRC for a long….. time. Back when I was a kid and we had  

a very active youth program with lots of kids, we participated in the CROP walk on Good Friday.  

I considered it a little sacrifice in honor of Jesus’ sacrifice for us.   

This was an ecumenical event- all the local churches participated and there were lots of people 

walking all over Pompton Lakes raising money for CROP.  I have no idea what CROP stood for 

but CROP walks still exist.  Crop Walks aim to alleviate hunger in our country and abroad. There 

are 1,100 walks nationally and 80 in New Jersey. It is a Church World Service program. At the 

time, I remember thinking would it ever end, but we walked with friends and it was fun in my 

memories.  

 

When I was older and living in Clifton, on Good Friday I would participate in the local Catholic 

church’s blood drive.  Once again, I would think of this as a little sacrifice in honor of the 

sacrifice Christ made for me.   

 

We don’t have crop walks and I am no longer able to donate blood.  What do I have to offer as a 

sacrifice?   

 

I love our Easter traditions: writing messages to our Lord and pinning them to the cross, the 

burning of the messages and sending the messages up to God, and then using the ashes to mark 

the foreheads of the repentant on Ash Wednesday.  

I especially love the transformed cross on Easter morning; transformed from a symbol of pain 

and death to one of reconciliation and hope.   

 

What do we sing in the hymn? 

 

What can I give Him, poor as I am?     
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man, I would do my part; 

Yet what can I give Him? 
Give Him my heart.* 

 

Happy, joyous Easter! 

 

 

 

 
*From In the Bleak Midwinter by Christina Rosset 
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From Darkness into Glorious Light  

By Elaine Peacock 
  
Easter is here and no matter how the outside weather dawns; whether it  
be cool or warm, sunny or cloudy; Pompton Reformed Church will be   
filled with beautiful daffodils and tulips and the large cross that held the  
hopes, prayers and tears that were pinned there just a few days ago,  
were now replaced by every kind of flower you could think of; flowers placed  
there by everyone who passed through the doors of PRC and “Happy Easter “  
could be heard in every room and in the hall leading to the sanctuary.  
  
We didn’t have to hide in an upper room with the door shut to the outside,  
world fearing for our lives. The women had already found the empty tomb  
and were racing to tell Peter and rest of the disciples the wonderful news;   
that the Lord has risen and was waiting for them in Galilee.  
  
CHRIST HAS RISEN     HE HAS RISEN INDEED   HAPPY EASTER PRC  

 

 
 

Birthday Celebrations    
 
Jeff and Carol Romaine 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Memorials 

 
From                                 In Memory Of                        Designation 

 

Nancy Shimmel                 Emily Hoffman                      Undesignated 

Jackie Bush                       George Buckman                    Missions 

Jackie Buch                       Jim Doland                              Missions 

Nancy Shimmel  Corrine Tyndall’s  Undesignated    

    granddaughter 

 

 
 
 



 

Scholarship Time is Near!  
Scholarship Application Packets Available: High school seniors 

and college students may obtain packets for the PRC scholarship 
application from the Church office. Student must be a worshiping 

member of PRC, or a dependent of a PRC member. The deadline for 
return of all application materials is May 14, 2023. 

 
Help Support Our Scholarship Fund: Extending our past practice 
of supporting the scholarships of PRC students through a direct 

contribution, a special envelope has been provided in your envelope 
packet for this purpose. We will be receiving this special offering on 
Sunday, May 21, 2023. Special gifts and Memorials dedicated to the 

Scholarship Fund are another important means of supporting our 
youth. These gifts are welcome throughout the year. Memorial gifts 

and donations to the Scholarship Fund are an excellent way to 
express your belief that religion and education must work together in 

providing the basic knowledge for our youth to be successful and 
lead purposeful lives. If you are grateful for what education has 

provided for you or a member of our church family, what better way 
to say thank you than to invest in the youth of our church. 

 
 
 
 

Fellowship News 
 

A big thank you to all of you who helped to make our special soup social a big success! 

Whether you brought a homemade soup, bread or crackers or just joined us, you all 

helped to make that first food event since the pandemic, a really fun time!  We had 19 

crockpots of soup!  And every one was special and delicious! 

 

Our committee has already set the date of May 7th for our next food event.  And we will 

be having an “appetizer social!”  This gives you some time to think about what you can 

bring.  More info and reminders to follow! 

Thanks for being part of our fun times! 

 
 



History Room Update 

For those who may not be aware, consistory voted in their February meeting to 

relocate our history room to room 227 upstairs closest to the sanctuary entrance. Many 

will recall that this was the previous location, a labor of love first of George 

Fredericks and later of Bill and Erika Herz when it was moved downstairs into our 

primary office wing. 

There are two primary reasons for this change. First, the room had become extremely 

cluttered over the years to the point where many of the more interesting historical 

items were blocked from view, covered under piles of other items and therefore could 

not be properly displayed. Although this very crowded space has also been used as a 

prayer room and for small meetings and Bible studies, the room could not properly 

accommodate those events due to the overcrowding. Once completed, we will have a 

new conference/meeting room which will provide adequate space for all to use. 

When the renovation downstairs is completed, we will then renovate room 227 and 

again display the many items that help to tell the story of 200+ year history of 

Pompton Reformed Church and God’s work through His people here. All items are 

being temporarily stored in another room upstairs until the renovation is complete. As 

per the direction of consistory, every item that was downstairs will be displayed 

upstairs, although some in a different format and with the removal of some duplicates. 

We may periodically rotate some items in and out of display so that we can properly 

honor the historical items. We value and treasure our rich history and look forward to 

sharing it with all. 

Thank you for your love of PRC and we will be sure to keep you updated. 

 
 

Donate Your RMD Tax-Free to Charity 

A donation counts as your required minimum distribution but doesn’t increase your 

adjusted gross income 

Q: I’d like to donate money from my IRA to charity to support my favorite cause and 

also so I don’t have to pay as much in taxes on my required minimum distribution. 

Can I make the donation now, and what steps do I need to take? 

A: In the past, Congress generally waited until December every year to extend the law 

that allows people to make a tax-free donation of up to $100,000 from their IRA, 



leaving some to scramble to make the contribution before the RMD deadline. But 

Congress made the law permanent in 2015, so if you’re 73 or older, you can transfer 

your RMD to charity at any time. The donation counts as your required minimum 

distribution but doesn’t increase your adjusted gross income, which can be 

particularly helpful if you don’t itemize and can’t deduct charitable contributions. 

Also, keeping some or all of your RMD out of your adjusted gross income could help 

you avoid the Medicare high-income surcharge or help make less of your social 

security benefits taxable. Please note: You can't “double-dip” tax breaks and deduct 

the charitable contribution if you make the tax-free transfer to charity. (Note: near the 

end of 2022, congress changed the age of required minimum distributions to 73) 

The money needs to be transferred directly from the IRA to the charity to be tax-free. 

If you withdraw it from the IRA first and then give it to the charity, you can deduct 

the gift as a charitable contribution (if you itemize), but the withdrawal will be 

included in your adjusted gross income. 

Because the law is now permanent, some IRA administrators have simplified the 

process. Fidelity, for example, has a form that makes it easy to transfer the money and 

make your wishes clear to the charity. You may also have the option of signing up for 

check-writing privileges from your IRA so that you can write the check directly from 

your account to the charity. That way, the charity will see who the contribution is 

from, and you can include specific directions as to which fund within the charity 

you’d like to support. Otherwise, the IRA administrator will cut a check and send it 

directly to the charity, but the charity won’t necessarily be given clear information 

about whose account it is from or what the money is meant to support. 

If your IRA administrator doesn’t offer check writing and instead transfers the money 

directly to the charity, it may be best to call the charity in advance and giving them a 

heads up that it will be getting a check from your IRA. In addition to knowing who 

the donation is from, the charity can get your contact information to send you an 

acknowledgement for your tax records, and you can give the charity special 

instructions about which fund or program you’re supporting. 

Whether you can prayerfully consider the above type of gift or not, please know that 

Pompton Reformed Church is facing some challenging financial times and is grateful 

for any support you can offer above and beyond your weekly giving. There are 

primarily three funds where any such gifts can be directed: 

General Fund: For immediate use in the current year’s budget which has a significant 

deficit to meet every day operating expenses such as salaries, utilities, supplies, 

ministry expenses, etc. 



Building Improvement Fund: For immediate use as determined by consistory and the 

operations committee for necessary building and facility repair or renovation. 

Endowment Fund: A long term fund meant to grow in perpetuity with a percentage of 

earnings going back to PRC each year. The purpose of this fund is to solidify and 

ensure Pompton Reformed’s legacy in our communities for generations to come. 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of the ministries of Pompton 

Reformed Church. 

 
 

Outback Fundraiser 
The Fundraiser Committee is having a fundraiser at the Outback Steakhouse on Berdan 

Ave in Wayne on May 8th or 9th. You can go either day for lunch or dinner. The cost of 

the meal is $20.00 and includes an appetizer (for each 2 tickets), choice of 2 entrees, 

choice of salad, side and  2 desserts We have 200 tickets which we've just begun 

selling and they are going quickly. If you would care to go please let Joann 

Mack jmack2020@aol.com or Jo-Ann Sisco joanngiant@optonline.net know and we'll 

put you on the list. You can pay by cash or make out a check to PRC. We would 

suggest that you would let us know as soon as possible because it is a very popular 

fundraiser. Thank you and have a great day!  

Joann and Jo-Ann 

 
 
 
 

    May newsletter  
 
      Submissions are due April 30. 
 
      Please email to khuysers@msn.com 
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