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If you are in need of prayer, spiritual support, have concerns about your faith journey  

or wish to discuss any other issue, we faithfully encourage you to reach out  
to your Elder representative. 
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Welcome and Lighting the Christ Candle 
 
Call to Worship 
The invitation is given to every person by Jesus Christ: 
"Come to me! Follow me! Be my disciples!" 
We come to this place, to this time, 
at the invitation of Jesus Christ. 
In the name of Christ, 
we accept the invitation to discipleship. 
In the midst of a world where cruelty abounds, 
we proclaim the God of Compassion. 
In the midst of despair that robs so many of joy, 
we proclaim the God of Hope. 
In the midst of indifference and apathy, 
we proclaim the God of Love. 
Come, let us worship together and share our witness of God's living presence in the 
world. From the rising of the sun to the setting of the same, may your name be praised. 
Glory to The Father and to The Son and to The holy Spirit.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. Amen.  
 
Opening Song-  Green #267        “Will You Come and Follow Me” 
 
Call to Confession 
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Jesus calls us to praise and prayer, to song and silence; 
Jesus calls us to worship. 
But at times we struggle. We struggle to bring our hearts and our whole selves to 
worship 
Forgive us Lord. 
Jesus calls us to hearing and healing, to service and solidarity; 
Jesus calls us to love. 
But at times are hearts turn inwards. We focus on ourselves and hold back from serving 
Forgive us Lord.  
Jesus calls us to advocacy and action, to protest and provision; 
Jesus calls us to justice. 
But at times we are silent and indifferent 
To the suffering of those around us. 
Forgive us Lord.  
Have mercy on us.  
 
Words of Assurance 
Jesus renews his calling every day. Every morning is a new opportunity and an invitation 
to follow him. May you experience the grace, peace, and love of Christ today as you 
follow him. May the peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Living the Way of Jesus 
As followers of Jesus, our lives are shaped and changed by the life of Jesus of 
Nazareth. Just as he lived a life of love, peace, and mercy, we are called to lives of love, 
peace and mercy. Hear these words from Jesus of Nazareth:  You are the salt of the 
earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of 
the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put 
it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the 
house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 
deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to 
God.  
 
 Installation of New Consistory Members: Bruce Davis 
 
Announcements 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Offering  



    
Offertory-   Choir Anthem        “Open Thou Mine Eyes (Benjamin Harlan)” 
 
Doxology - Green #274 verse 3          “If You and I Believe in Christ”                     
 
Scripture Passage: Matthew 9:9-13 
 
Sermon: We Need To Expand The Circle  

As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s 
booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.  While Jesus was 
having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with 
him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does 
your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not 
the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: I desire 
mercy, not sacrifice. For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.  

Our Shared Faith: Our World Belongs to God, Article 2: 

 From the beginning, through all the crises of our times, until the kingdom fully 
comes, God keeps covenant forever: Our world belongs to God! God is King: Let 
the earth be glad! Christ is victor: his rule has begun! The Spirit is at work: 
creation is renewed! Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! 

 

Closing Song- Blue #535          “Day By Day” 
 
Benediction 
 
                             


