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Palm Sunday

Welcome and Christ Candle
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.”

Palm Sunday Call to Worship

Let us enter the city with God today,

And sing hosannas to our king,

Let us turn our backs on the powers that grasp and control,

And open our hearts to the son of God riding on a donkey.

Let us join his parade,

Surrounded by outcasts and prostitutes, the blind and the leper.
Let us follow the one who brought freedom and peace,

And walk in solidarity with the abandoned and oppressed.

Let us touch and see as God draws near,

Riding in triumph towards the Cross.

Lord, from the rising of the Sun, to the setting of the same, may your name be praised.
Glory to The Father and to The Son and to The Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever.

Opening Song- Blue #204 “All Glory, Laud and Honor” vs. 1-3

Palm Sunday Prayer of Confession

During this time of confession, let’'s go to God together. We are able to be open and
honest about the brokenness in the world and our lives, knowing that he meets us in
love. O Lord, who on this day entered the city that later rejected you: we confess that our
wills are not too strong, but they are too weak. As we reflect on the story of you entering
Jerusalem, we see ourselves in the crowd that shouted “Hosanna, save us,” but we also see
ourselves in the crowd that turned on Jesus when he did not meet their expectations. Our
faith is often more show than substance, our hearts are in need of cleansing.

Have mercy on us, Son of David, Savior of our lives. Help us to lay at your feet all
that we have and all that we are, trusting you to forgive what is sinful, to heal what
is broken, and to receive us as your own.
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Assurance of Pardon

In Romans 8, The Apostle Paul assures us with these words of hope and comfort: “We
know that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

He is the king of the world and there is nothing that can separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus. May the peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.

Living the Way of Jesus

On Palm Sunday, we see Jesus as the king and the savior of our lives. While kings and
rulers we have known accumulate power and elevate their status, this king gave it away
and his law was for us to love one another. | invite you to say these words with me, the
words of Jesus of Nazareth:

“The greatest commandment is for you to love God with all your heart, your soul,
your mind and your strength. The second greatest commandment is like it: Love
your neighbor as yourself.”

Friends, this is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Announcements

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Offering

Offertory — Choir Anthem “Above All with When | Survey the Wondrous Cross”
(LeBlanc & Baloche/Watts & Mason)

Doxology — Blue #813 “For the Life That You Have Given”

Scripture Passage: John 12:12-19

Sermon: An unexpected Entrance The next day the great crowd that had come for the
festival heard that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem. They took palm branches and
went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna!"” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord!” “Blessed is the king of Israel! Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, as it
is written: “Do not be afraid, Daughter Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a
donkey’s colt. “At first his disciples did not understand all this. Only after Jesus was
glorified did they realize that these things had been written about him and that these
things had been done to him. Now the crowd that was with him when he called Lazarus
from the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to spread the word. Many people,
because they had heard that he had performed this sign, went out to meet him. So the
Pharisees said to one another, “See, this is getting us nowhere. Look how the whole
world has gone after him!”



Palm Sunday Prayer

O Christ, you entered the city as a poor man not in style but simply, yet still you caused
uproar, and questions everywhere; you drew the expectations of a hungry crowd, and
brought buried conflicts to the light.

May we, who are sometimes swayed by the crowd's approval, and who often avoid
conflict for fear of its cost to us, hold fast to the gospel of peace and justice and follow
faithfully in your way of compassion and solidarity with those who are poor and
excluded, wherever it may lead us. Amen.

Our Shared Faith From Our World Belongs to God

Remembering the promise to reconcile the world to himself, God joined our humanity in
Jesus Christ—the eternal Word made flesh. He is the long-awaited Messiah, one with us
and one with God, fully human and fully divine, Jesus chose the path we had rejected.

In his baptism and temptations, teaching and miracles,

and friendships with sinners, Jesus lived a full and loving human life before us.

As God’s true Son, he made present in deed and word the coming rule of God.

Closing Song “In Christ Alone/The Solid Rock”
Benediction



